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rehabilitation
in the Northern

Waikato

From a landscape assessment in the late 1970s to a large-scale rehabilitation today.
Boffa Miskell has a long history of involvement with the former open-cast Kimihia Mine
and its rehabilitation into a multi-purpose recreation, education, conference and
natural park facility. By Kathleen Kinney, Boffa Miskell.

imihia Lake is around five kilometres northcast of
luntly, in the Waikato. It’s onc of the region’s riverine
lakes: an extensive wetland system that includes

al of the op minc arca, and

land: design Is for the end-of.
“The report included planting studics. and the preparation of

of the minc.

Lakes Whangape, Wazhi. Waikare and the i
significant Whangamarino Wetland.

“The lakes arc linked to the Waikato River, and the wetland
system is onc of the most important froshwater habitats in the
country.

Kimihia Lake was approximatcly 280 hectares in size before
mi

g of the site began. During the 19505, the lake was
partly draincd and dras!

lly reduced in size to allow strip
mining of coal in the lakebed.
In 1978, then Boffa Jackman and Associates prepared
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planting guidelines for the ilitation works,
What remains of the original Kimihia Lake is located on the
castern side of the Waikato Expressway. The former Huntly

East Minc site is contained within what was oncc an arca of
the lakebed. Since the mining operation ceased in 2017. this
arca is refilling naturally.

T'hc 100 hectare former Huntly East Minc sitc was
purchased in 2017 by the owners who have owned the

adjoining pastoral farmland on Kimihia Road since the 1980s.
“T'he site was purchased with the vision of developing it into a

d and natural

K i .
purp

ty bascd around a future freshwater lake formed by

g coal minc pit

on. referred to as the Kimihia Lakes Development
intended to provide a social, cnvironmental and
cconomic legacy for the benefit of the luntly community and
wider region.

Boffa Miskell was brought into the on going project in
latc 2018 by the clicnt - the Allen Fabrics/Kimihia Lakes
Community Charitable TTust - to provide assistance in the

long-term planning and delivery of the project, involving

pt design and p
planning scrvices for sitc re-zoning, and ccological bascline
assessments to inform the site itati

With the sitc having an existing Rural 7oning and Coal
Minc Policy overlay. an cfficient and effectiveplanning

. id. id

d vital to pi yto
support the long-term project vision.

Boffa Miskell’s planning tcam led the process to create
the new Kimihia Lakes Zone (Special Purposc Zone within
the National Planning Standards) with a comprchensive
suite of bespoke pravisions proposed to specifically provide

for the project’s proposcd activitics, reflect the scalc and
characteristics of the site. and respond ta concerns raised
by submitters. A hcaring for the new Kimihia Lakes Zonc
was held in carly Junc 2021. with dccisions on the Proposed
Waikato District Plan expected later this ycar.

“I'his has been centred around the development of a site
-a design-bascd d which

collated the relevant site information and defined the range,
scalc and potential spatial arrangement of the project’s
proposed activitics.

I'his Masterplan reflects the historical. cultural and
environmental context of the sitc and has embedded a range
of design principles that retlect the values of the client
and the project team. In cffectively capturing the vision
for the project and providing a framewark for this futurc
devell the
in assisting with

has been an i tool

and p ga

platform for project funding applications.

In a scparate workstrcam. Boffa Miskell’s ccology tcam has
been critical in the on-going preparation of the extensive site
rchabilitation programme, through the bascline asscssments
and the ded cnvi ion activitics

to be programmed to align with the progressive filling of the
Take

Kimihia L

The ilitation of the sitc will be programmed to align
with the progressive filling of the lake which is cstimated to
take up to 30 ycars. The rchabilitation will recreate some of

the former ccological valucs of Kimihia Lake and recognisc
the cultural valucs that remain in this arca. Rehabil

tion
work will comprisc riparian planting alongside the future lake
cdge. with amenity and ccological restoration of the strecams.
wetlands and bush clad gullics on the lake surrounds and
wider catchment.

Bryan Sanson is the lead on this project. “I didn’t know
Boffa Miskell's involvement with Kimihia Lake extended
back to 1978." he says. "It's pretty amazing to sce the hand-
drawings from that original report side-by-side with what

we're creating today using modern drafting and graphics
software packages.

“T'he similaritics in the vision for what the site can become
~ cven though there's over 40 years between the two projects
- really illustrates that the way Boffa Miskell approaches the
landscape has been around since the beginning and what we
vicw as a successful outcome still endures” Qam
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